
Cultivating in the City

the growth of York's 
allotment gardens





Allotments were a feature 
of cities such as 
Nottingham, Newcastle and 
Birmingham from the 
seventeenth-century. 

The idea of allotments as a 
form of welfare for poorer 
citizens began to emerge 
from the middle of the 
nineteenth-century as 
concern regarding the living 
conditions of slums in 
industrial towns and cities 
grew. "Harrogate End or Hill Top“, Harrogate
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1887 Allotments Act





Mr. Mansfield’s 

allotments in 

Layerthorpe, 1909 

(copyright 

Ordinance Survey) 







Holgate Allotments

The residents showed their frustration in a letter 
to the Town Clerk in January 1905 written by Mr. 
Andrew Moody of 64 Murray Street, York, on 
behalf of the residents of Holgate asking what 
had been done and to push the matter of 
allotments further. 

An area of land near the Holgate Beck had been 
identified by the beginning of 1905 held by 
Reverend J. Topham and Mrs. Roberta Grant 
Lawson from the Corporation. 







Contracts for Holgate Allotments 

were issued in January 1906.

Occupations of the men are listed as 

Engine Driver, Seaman, Mechanic, 

Smith as well as a number of 

individuals classed as Labourers, such 

as Mr. J. Riches, who took possession 

of plot number 48 on the Holgate site. 





Oscar Rowntree writing in the Yorkshire Gazette on the 25th of August 
1906 stated; 

‘There is no doubt as to the popularity of allotment gardens, and if land 
is available the Corporation should have no difficulty in widely 
extending them in different districts in York… A glance at the map of 
York would lead one to believe that in the Haxby Road, Layerthorpe, 
Bishopthorpe Road and Heslington Road districts land could be 
acquired for the purpose of allotments if so desired.’



1) If a man puts labour into it he can add materially to his weekly wage 
from its produce. 

2) He is always sure of a good supply of fresh vegetables. 

3) The cultivation affords pleasure and healthy exercise to one who 
may have been cooped-up all day in some factory or other place of 
business. In addition his family will undoubtedly derive great benefit 
where they help its cultivation. 



‘Gardens…bring the wives and children into the scheme of recreation 
and it is no mean blessing to bestow to associate the whole family with 
the husband’s and father’s use of his leisure hours. Nothing appeals 
more strongly to the man than the sight of the flowers and fruits that 
have grown up under his own loving care; many a mother wearied by 
the monotony and drudgery of household cares, finds renewed health 
strength, and brightness while spending the cool of the evening in the 
midst of such delightful surroundings; and children learn early to 
associate their happiest hours with the soil’



The amount of produce estimated that could be grown by one man in a year 
in 1906 on a privately owned allotment site measuring 345 square yards was 
considerable. 

• Vegetables: 42lbs of brussels, 2 bunch of carrots, 24 celery sticks, 7 
bunches of lettuce, 2 bunches of onions, 39lbs of peas, 8 bunches of 
radishes, 18 savoys, 50 cabbages, 96 cauliflowers, 12lbs of French beans, 8 
bunches of mint, 14 bunches of parsley, 320lbs of potatoes, 9 bunches of 
rhubarb, 4 bunches of turnips. 

• Fruit: 3lbs of gooseberries, 6 quarts and 2lbs of raspberries, 9lbs of red 
currants, 17lbs of strawberries.

• Flowers: 245 bunches of flowers, 60 iris blooms, 7 lily blooms, 2 bunches of 
polyanthus, 38 rose blooms, 16 tulip blooms, 2 bunches marguerites, 1 
bunch of daffodils.





The Small Holdings and Allotment Committee sat for the first time on 
January 6th 1908 and their role at this meeting was clearly defined; 

‘…the Committee report to this council as to the obligations and 
powers of the (1908) Act and other matters, with a view to this council 
delegating to the Committee such of its powers and duties as may be 
deemed expedient.’



South Bank Allotment Holders’ Association

On the 31st of August 1908 the City Engineer submitted his report. 

‘The Bustardthorpe site provided 152 plots, the areas of which are for 
the most part ¼ rood (approx. 300 sq. yds.) sections. Of the above 
number of plots 31 are larger than a ¼ rood, varying from an area of 
321 yards to 630 yards. Provision is made for 2 main roads 10 feet wide 
and 80 yards apart with five cross roads, 7 feet 6inches wide and 40 
yards apart. It is proposed to make these roads with ashes only…12 
stand pipes fed from the Water company’s main, with sunk tubs for the 
storage of water…Cost: £373-5-0.’











Fulford Road Allotments



Allotments and the First World War
Alma Terrace, Fulford. 

Beresford Terrace, South Bank. 

Bull Lane, Heworth. 

Glen Gardens, Heworth. 

Poplar Street, Clifton. 

Hob Moor. 

Scarcroft Hill. 

Albermarle Road, South Bank 

Birch’s Field, Hull Road. 

Millfield Lane. 

Carr Field. 

Hempland Lane, Heworth. 

Field View, Burton Stone Lane, Wiggington Road. 

Upper Cromer Street and Cromer Street. 

Chapel Flat, Hull Road. 

Green Lane, Acomb. 
Friend Retreat, Heslington Road. 
Campleshon Lane, South Bank 
South Bank Avenue and Thompson’s Field. 
Water End, Clifton. 
Knavesmire Crescent. 
Howe Hill, Poppleton Road. 
Gas Works Field, Layerthorpe. 
Abbey Street, Clifton. 
Bootham Stray on the Wiggington Road. 
Sturdy’s Field, Hull Road. 
Briar Lane, Fulford Road. 
Murray Street, Holgate. 
New Lane, Holgate. 
Low Moor, Walmgate Stray. 
Asylum Lane, Bootham Stray. 
Leeman Road. 
Huntingdon Road. 
Bishopthorpe Road. 



After the war

Councillor A.G. Watson who sat on the Allotment 
Committee for many years, wrote in the Yorkshire 
Gazette on the 25th August 1926, that the war 
‘had revived the demand for land, and given 
permanence to a movement which is one of the 
good things that the war gave us.’ 



1919
Hempland Lane

1921
Burton Stone Lane

1923
Low Moor

1925
Glen Gardens





By 1926 the Corporation 
owned or leased 173 
acres, constituting 2393 
allotment plots. 





Tang Hall 
allotment show 
programme, 
1939. 



Burton Stone Lane 
Allotment Association 
programme, 1932. 



“But there was a real atmosphere with the 
allotment assoc. I can remember going to the 
ones in Acomb called Green Lane. But in those 
days, the early days, they were all working men, 
and one fellow would always be there and at half 
past ten he’d ring a bell and in his little hut he had 
a primus stove and everyone sat down and had a 
brew and there was a real spirit about it.” 







After 1945

Carr allotments, the map on the left is from the 1930s, the map 

on the right is from the 1950s (copyright Ordinance Survey). 





Thorpe Report, 1969

62% of allotment holders were aged 40 or over, typically male, retired 
manual workers and that over 50% of allotment holders had held them since 
1945. 

‘The men were very wary, and they used to mutter, ‘give her three weeks’, 
but I stayed at it, and then they’d say , ‘give her a few months’, but I stayed at 
it, then they said, ‘give her a year’, but then after that I was accepted on the 
site.’ I think they used to be suspicious about me because I grew flowers. 
They would grow chrysanthemums but not cottage garden flowers like me. 
There were some who were patronising. But the man next to me, he was 
wonderful: he used to give me all sorts of advice.’ 




