Researching the First World War in
Explore York’s Archives

Laura Yeoman

Archivist (Access and Engagement)
Explore York Libraries and Archives
5 December 2016

SUPPORTED BY

42—‘-‘ CITY OF
I COUNCIL



Introduction

| come from Explore York Libraries and Archives, which manages
the libraries and archive service on behalf of City of York Council.

Primarily going to focus this talk on identifying individuals rather
than general local history, including some information you can find
elsewhere in York and online.

Will then also look at some of the other sources you can use to
research the First World War, primarily relating to York.
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Breakdown of session

* QGetting started

e Serving personnel

* Conscientious objectors
* War casualties

* Finding out more

e Further information
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Getting started

* What do you already know? Gather as much
information as you can.

* Birth and marriage information
» Ancestry.com

* Where did they live and work before they were
called up?

» 1911 census

» Trade directories
» Electoral registers

SUPPORTED BY

YYYYYY

CCCCCCC



Old photographs
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War service

* Did they serve overseas during the war?
» Service records
» Medal cards
» Regimental histories

 Did they serve at home?

» Business records
* Were they a conscientious objector?
* Didthey die during the war?

» CWGC
_oroner’s records
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Service records

* Over half of the records relating to serving military personnel in
the First World War were destroyed in an aerial bombing attack in
September 1940.

* Only a 40% chance of finding a service record for someone who
served.

 The rest were very badly damaged, but have been microfilmed.

 Copies are available to view at The National Archives at Kew,
London, and on Ancestry.com.

* Very detailed, with full address and description, next of kin details
and sometimes a medical history. Can also include information
about discipline and occasional bouts of drunkenness!
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Medal cards
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Regimental histories and war diaries

* Surviving regimental war diaries can be found at the National
Archives at Kew, or online through their website (for a charge).

 They vary greatly in detail, and most do not contain details of
individual soldiers.

 They will, though, contain details of where regiments were and the
action they were caught up in.

* |t might also be worth looking in your local library for published
histories of particular regiments during the First World War.
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Those who served at home




Consclentious objectors

 |n 1921, the Ministry of Health determined that
all records relating to cases of exemption from
National Service (conscription) should be
destroyed, apart from the Central Tribunal.

* This means that very few records actually
survive.

At alocallevel, papers of individual
conscientious objectors may survive in archives.
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Casualties on active service

//W_/KR
 Details of casualties who died on active service MEAL\’N/R

are held by the Commonwealth War Graves HEROE;??HSEYORK

Commission, who are still responsible for
grave sites and memorials both in the UK and
overseas.

UAFTUPE

 You can find details of casualties on their

website: www.cwgc.org.
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http://www.cwgc.org/

Other sources and casualties at home

 Don’t forget local newspapers — many contain obituaries of those
killed, details of those injured and information on medals received.

 They will also note any incidents at home e.g. civilian casualties
and general information about life in the First World War in the
local area e.g. Fundraising appeals etc.

* |nformation about civilian casualties will also appear in coroner’s
records, which can be accessed at local record offices. Transcripts
usually appear in the newspapers as well.
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Finding out more

 Atalocallevel, archives services hold a lot of information about
the First World War which you might never have thought of.

* [|'ll look at some of the archives held at Explore York Libraries and
Archives here, but this is not an exhaustive list by any means. Get
in contact with local archives services to find out what other
records they have on the subject.

 Don’t forget the Yorkshire Film archive, either, as they have
moving film relating to the First World War in York.
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Clifford Street VAD Hospital
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The Chocolate Letters
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The autobiography of Millicent Price

e ' AL

neighbour, but their shining brown and yellow faces \

attracted the wasps. Behind the wall was a terrifying

and witch-like 0ld woman, more fear-making than any wasp.
If our balls flew over, she hurried from the window where,
like a spider, she kept malignant watch over us. In
indescribable garmente, one over-lapping the other; with a
straggling grey mop of hair and a flourishing stick, she

hurled curses at us from her side and confiscated our play-

things. Only in moods of great temerity dare we play under

her nose our boisterous games,

After a time the mud patch was ashyhalted over and the
sunflcwere disappeared. Only the sperrows, like more mobile
mice, pettered cver the harsh surface, ani a toad hid behind
a broken brick, eppearing to my delight, two summers following.

The reet of the yaré was given over to a pile of coke, a
lsundry fhed and gear.

We were not however denied the bliss
of nesrness to nature.

Although our house was embedded in
streets and shopns, along the Hull Road, after passing a
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Records of York Citizens Committee

CITY OF YORK.

THE WAR.

YORK CITIZENS® COMMITTEE.

In response to 2 request by the Lord Mayoe, a M Moeeting was bheld at
the Mansion House on the 7th August, 1914, 10 consider the steps it is desirable
1o take in order that any want, disturbanpe of trade, or gther trouble conse-
quent upot the War may be relieved as far as possible.

The Locd Mayor submitted to the mesting a telegram which be had received
from H.R.H. the Prince of Wales asking that & snbweription list should be
opened in furtheranos of the National Relief Fund.

It was decided to appolnt a central Commitice, to be called the "“York
Citizens' Committes,”’ and the following are the names of the persons so appoin-
ted, together with those added at subxequent meotings :—The Lord Mayor, The
Recorder of York (H. T. Kemp, K.C.), The City Sheriff (R, X. Kay), A. S.
Rowntree, M.P., J. G. Butcher, K.C., M.P., The Lady Maycress, Aiss Bolion,
Mrs. E. R. Cross, Mrs. Faweett, Mrs. Gardiner, Mrs, Glew, Mrs. Edwin Gray,
Miss Jalland, Mrs. R. N, Kay, Miss Miloer, Mrs. Newman, Mrs, J. Peters,
Miss Putey Cust (in place of the Dean), Miss Welch, Rev. Caran Argles,
P. Buret, J. P Clews, D. S. Crichton, Monsignoe Provost Dawion, B
Dent, Councillor Dobbie, £, K. Dodsworth, Mr, Fearnley, Councillor Haed-
grave, Mr. Hommert (Manager of the York Lalour Exchange), Rev. ). Harding
Jackson, R. Kay, B. Kilvington, H. E, leetham, G. W. Liovd. D, 8. Mackay, &
A P. Mawson, Alderman Meyer, Councillor. Mogrell, Me, Spooner, Represen-
tative of North Eastern Railway Co., Alderman Sir J. Sykes Ryvmer, H. V.
Seott, W. Shilleto, G. Sykes, Geoffrey Thompson, W. F. H. Thomson, A,
Wilkinson, Councitlor Wilkinsam, The Town Clerk.

At a mecting of the Committee held o the roth August, the following Sub-
Comumittees were appointed, with power to add to their number :— ““

(1) Finance—to deal with the collection of subscriptions and the control
of finance ;

(3) Industry and Employment—to watch the effect of the War on In-
dustries, to advacate the extension and maintenance of industry, 1o

obtain employment for unemployed, ete.
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Council records

* Council minutes refer to the issues regarding
injured service personnel coming home and
finding work, and the efforts made to try and
employ them.

 |nformation about the erection of war
memorials, and the creation of rolls of honour
of those who served.




Further information

National Archives website (www.nationalarchives.gov.uk)
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (Www.Ccwqc.org).
Imperial War Museum (http://www.iwm.org.uk/)

Explore York Libraries and Archives First World War Pinterest
board (https://uk.pinterest.com/yorkexplore/first-world-war-
collections-guide-explore-york-lib/)
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Thank you!
(and any questions?)

laura.yeoman@exploreyork.org.uk

www.exploreyork.org.uk
@YorkArchives UK
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